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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed pubHcation in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubHc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of apphcation for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Nawrocki (US 62561 16 Bl). 

Regarding claims 1 and 7, Nawrocki discloses a method comprising the steps of: 
receiving a call request from an originating device (in reference to Fig. 1 : "When the facsimile 
device 160 attempts to transmit facsimile data to the telephone station 150, the call is routed . . . 
to the facsimile blocking device 120" at column 2, line 30); determining whether the call request 
is a fax call request, the fax call request defining a request for fax transmission to a called party 
device ('The facsimile blocking device 120 recognizes the facsimile signal using any known 
facsimile signal recognition device" at column 2, line 34); determining an ehgibiHty of the called 
party device to receive the fax transmission ("Once the facsimile signal is recognized, the 
facsimile blocking device 120 checks the database 130 to determine if the called party is a 
subscriber" at column 2, line 37); and if the called party device is determined not to be ehgible to 
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receive the fax transmission, blocking the fax call request thereby causing the called party device 
not to receive the fax transmission ("If the called party is a subscriber, the facsimile blocking 
device 120 blocks the call." At column 2, line 39). 

Regarding claim 2 and 8, Nawrocki discloses the step of blocking the fax call request is 
accomphshed prior to ringing of the called party device (See Fig. 5, the called party is checked 
for ehgibility at step S530 before the call is "put through." Therefore the call is blocked at step 
S540 without ringing the called party device). 

Regarding claim 3 and 9, Nawrocki discloses if the called party device is determined not 
to be eligible to receive the fax transmission, sending an error message to the originating fax 
device ("the control unit 210 may perform optional features, such as contacting the facsimile 
device 160 to notify the facsimile device or the facsimile device operator that the facsimile 
device 160 is attempting to contact a telephone station 150, and not the facsimile device desired" 
at column 3, line 10). 

Regarding claim 4 and 10, Nawrocki discloses if the called party device is determined to 
be eligible to receive the fax transmission, completing the fax call request, thereby enabling the 
called party device to receive the fax transmission (see Fig. 5, if the called party is ehgible, the 
call is "Put Through" at S550). 



Application/Control Number: 10/761,069 
Art Unit: 2609 



Page 4 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action; 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 5, 6, and 1 1 are rejected imder 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Nawrocki and Catron et al (US 5018191 A). 

Regarding claims 5, 6, and 11, Nawrocki discloses a method for determining the 
eligibility of a called party device to receive a fax transmission by consulting a database to 
determine if the called directory number is a voice number. Nawrocki does not disclose 
consulting a database of directory numbers to determine if the directory number of the called 
party device corresponds to a fax device, a positive determination of eligibility being made if the 
directory number of the called party device corresponds to a fax device. 

Catron discloses a method for facsimile call processing comprising consulting a database 
of directory numbers to determine if the directory number of the called party device corresponds 
to a fax device, a positive determination of eligibility being made if the directory number of the 
called party device corresponds to a fax device (with reference to Fig. 3: "The entries 253, 254, 
255 may be either voice or fax numbers. Fax numbers are recognized because the corresponding 
fax entry, 263, 264, 265 matches the voice or fax number. In the example, a match is found 
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between entries 255 and 265, indicating that the directory number 255 is a number of a fax 
machine" at column 6, line 6). 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add database entries to the database taught by Nawrocki to include entries for 
designating fax numbers as taught by Catron, so that fax calls made to voice numbers could be 
automatically routed to the corresponding fax number ("If a call is recognized as being a fax call, 
the fax caller may dial a conventional (voice) telephone station line and have that call connected 
automatically to a fax machine serving that station line instead of its telephone" at Catron 
colunrn 2, line 20). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nathan K. Tyler whose telephone number is 571-270-1584. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Wemer can be reached on 571-272-7401 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appUcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




